Pringle

he wrote well he published little out of his rich
experience. Despite his small income he was
generous to a fault. Wanting little for himself
he was the more ready to give to others. His
wife after their divorce attained some reputa-
tion as a social worker in New York City. They
had one daughter.

[Part of Pringle's wartime diary appears in "The
U. S. versus Pringle," Atlantic Monthly, Feb. 1913.
It was separately republished, with an introduction by
R. M. Jones, as The Record of a Quaker Conscience
(1918). See also : Rhodora, Jour. New Eng. Botanical
Club, Nov. 1911 ; Science, Aug. u, Dec. i, 1911; Bull.
Friends' Hist. Soc. of Phila., Fifth month, 1918 ; Proc.
Am. Acad. Arts and Sci., vol. LI (1916) ; W. S. Rann,
Hist, of Chittenden County, Vt. (1886) ; F. C. Prindle,
The Prindle Geneal. (1906); Who's Who in America,
IQIO-II.]                                          P.D.E.

PRINGLE, JOEL ROBERTS POINSETT

(Feb. 4, i873-Sept. 25, 1932), naval officer, was
born on his father's plantation, "Greenfield,"
Georgetown County, S. C., of distinguished an-
cestry, the son of Dominick Lynch and Caroline
(Lowndes) Pringle, a descendant in the fourth
generation of John Julius Pringle [^.^.], and
in the fifth, of Robert Pringle, South Carolina
jurist, who came to Charleston from County
Edinburgh, Scotland, about 1725. His father
was educated at Heidelberg and had been Unit-
ed States minister to Turkey. His mother was
a daughter of Richard Henry Lowndes, a retired
naval officer. Joel Roberts Poinsett [g.z/.], for
whom he was named, was his great-grandmoth-
er's second husband. After studying at the Por-
ter Military Academy in Charleston, he entered
the United States Naval Academy, graduating
in 1892. During- the Spanish-American War he
served in the Columbia, and thereafter contin-
ued in routine sea and shore duty, the latter
chiefly at the Naval Academy. His first com-
mand was the destroyer Perkins, Atlantic Tor-
pedo Flotilla. He was executive of the battle-
ship Nebraska, 1911-13, being promoted to com-
mander in 1912. In June 1916, he was ordered
to command the destroyer tender Dixie and Di-
visions 3 and 4, Torpedo Flotilla, and in No-
vember was given command of Flotilla 2, De-
stroyer Force. The Dixie joined the destroyers
operating at Queenstown, Ireland, in the World
War in June 1917, and shortly thereafter Prin-
gle was shifted from her to the destroyer tender
Melville. He received the temporary rank of
captain on Aug. 31, 1917 (made permanent July
if 1918), and on Oct. 9 became Admiral Sims's
chief of staff and the senior American officer at
Queenstown. He was also the United States
chief of staff to Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly of the
Royal Navy, commander-in-chief on the coast
of Ireland. His administrative work in charge

Pringle

of the American forces and the base at Queens-
town was a model of its kind and has been
generally pronounced the best ever seen in
the American navy. Repairs were made wholly
by the Melville and Dixie according to defi-
nite schedules announced to destroyers upon
their arrival in port and rarely modified. Admi-
ral Bayly wrote after Pringle's death (London
Times, Sept. 29, 1932). "He was a man of per-
fect tact and exceptional ability. . . . He was
as universally liked as he was implicitly obeyed.
He never once failed me during the War, and
was just as ready to help British ships as Amer-
ican, his one idea being to do his duty; and no
man ever did it better."

He left Queenstown in March 1919. Follow-
ing a year's study at the Naval War College in
Newport, R. I., he served a year on the staff of
Admiral Sims, president of the college, and af-
ter commanding the Idaho, was again at the col-
lege as chief of staff, from 1923 to 1925. He be-
came the chief of staff to the commander, Bat-
tleship Divisions, Battle Fleet, in July 1925, and
after September 1926, was the chief of staff to
the commander, Battle Fleet. Made rear ad-
miral on Dec. 6, 1926, he served as president of
the War College from 1927 to 1930. He was
an adviser at the London Naval Conference in
1930, and from May 1930, to May 1932, com-
manded Battleship Division Three of the United
States Fleet Thereafter he was commander,
Battleships, United States Fleet, with the rank
of vice admiral. At his death, which occurred
at San Diego, Cal., he was definitely in line for
Chief of Naval Operations, the highest post in
the navy. His burial was in the Naval Academy
Cemetery in Annapolis. He was survived by
his wife Cordelia, daughter of Commodore R. L.
Phythian, whom he married on Jan. 25, 1899,
and by a daughter.

[Infonnation from the family; Who's Who in- Amer-
ica, 1932-33; Service Record, Bur. of Navigation
Files, Navy Dept.; Hearings Before the Committee on
Naval Affairs, U. S. Senate, 71 Cong., 2 Sess., on the
London Naval Treaty of 1930 (1930) ; W. S. Sims,
The Victory at Sea (1920) ; N. Y. Times, Sept. 22, 26,
27, 28, 1932-]                                               A.W.

PRINGLE, JOHN JULIUS (July 22, 1753-
Mar. 17, 1843), speaker of the South Carolina
House of Representatives, attorney-general of
South Carolina, was born in Charleston, S* C.,
the eldest child of Robert Pringle by his second
wife, Judith (Mayrant) Bull Pringle. The fa-
ther, the second son of Robert Pringle of Sym-
ington, Parish of Stow, Edinburgh County,
Scotland, emigrated to America about 1725,
became one of a group of prosperous Charleston
merchants in the southern Indian trade, in later
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